HONDA

Asrmarican Honda Moter ga., int.
1818 Tarmncs Boulavard

Towmance, A 50 1-2748

Phana (1100 78d-2000

August 3, 2004

Mr. Kenneth Wainstaln,
Asgocigte Administrator

Office of Safety Assurance

MNATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
ADMINISTRATION

400 Seventh 5t., S.W.

Washington, G 20580

Deaar Mr. Wainstain:

On July 27, 2004, Honda Motor Co., Lid, {HMC) determined that a safety-related problem
exists In the braking system of 2003-2004 model year Honda CBREOORR motorcycles
listed below. The foliowing Information ls submitted pursuant to the ragulramants of 48
CFR 573.86.

573.8(c)}1)
Name of manufacturer: Honda Motor Co., Ltd. {HMC)

Manufacturer's Agent: Wilklam R. Willen
American Honda Moator Co., Inc. {AHM)
1918 Torrance Bivd.
Tarrance, CA 90501-27448

573.8(c){2)
Identification of potantaily affacted vehicles:
Make/Madel Description YiNDates of Manufactmre

Honda CBRBOORR  All 2003 mockl year JHAPCA7R*AMO0D00T - JH2PC370*3M011505
- JM2PC3T1*aM0O00001T - JHZPCITO*AMO01 284
Sep. 28, 2002 — May 13, 2003

All 2004 model year JHZPC370*4M100007 - JHZPCITO*4M105880
JHZPCATA*4MI00001 - JHZPCATI*AM101695
Nov. 7, 2003 - Apr. 16, 2004

Description of the basls for the determinatflon of the recait population:
The 2003 CBRGCORR was the introductory year of a new model. The
countermaasure will ba applied prior 1o releasse of the 2005 model.
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573.8{c)(3)
Total number of vehicles potantially affacted: 22,000

573.6(c){4)
Percentage of affected vehiclon thet contain the dafect:  Unknown

573.6(c¥5)
Defect description:

Summary '

The rear braka linkaga Is suscepilbla to corrosion, which can cause binding and
rough brake operation. As cormosion Increases, it can cause e sticking pedal or
raquire high braks pedal offort. Degrading brake parformance should be noticaable
ta the rider. In the worst case, the liinkage could break, resulting In a loss of rear
brake function, which could Increase the risk of a crash.

Datall

The linkage connecting the rear brake pedal to the rear brake master cylinder
conalsts of & puah rod and sphereal md end. The spherical rod end |s susceptible
to corrosion, which can causs binding and rough brake operation. The spharical
rod end is enclosed in a rubber boot that sncapsulates and conceais the comrosion;
however, degrading brake performance should be noticeabla to the rider. n the
worst case, the spherical rod end could break. A broken rod end resuits in loss of
rear brake function. Although the front brake provides most of tha braking function,
a lose of rear brake function couid increass the risk of a crash. No occurrences of
broken rod ends have occurred in the U.S. marked.

Mezstor cylinder
Sphenical rod end
573.6{c){8)

Ghronology:

Jutb, 1, 2004 HMC recalved the first neport from the UK. of a broken
rear brake tie md and inoperative rear brake. HMC
inldated an inveatigation.

Jul, 27, 2004 HMC completed the Investigation and determinad that a

safety-relatad defect exdsts.
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573.8(c)(8)()
Program for ramedying the defect:
Tha ownars of all affected vehlcles will be notified by mail and asked to iake thelr
vehicle to an authorized Honda dealer. Tha daalar will raplace the spherical rod
end and associated parts. If severs cornslon exdsts, the dealer will also replace

push rod and associated parts. This work will ba parformad frea of chemge for all
affected vehicies.

S73.6(c)(e)l}
Estimated dates to e-mall preliminary notification to dealers:  Aug. 3, 2004

Estimated date to provide sarvice bulietin to doglers: Adng. 6, 2004
Estimatad date to bagin mailing notifications to owners: Aug. 18, 2004
Estimated date of completion of the notificatlon of owners:  Septembar 2004
573.6{(c)(9)
Representative coples of all notices, bullsting 2nd other communications:
A copy of the dealer garvice bullatin will be stbmitted to your office as soon as
passibla,
873.6{c)(10)
Proposad owner notification lettar submisslon:
A draft of the owner notification letter will ba submitted to your office as soon as
poasible.
57a.6{c)(11)
Manufacturer’s campalgn number:
P40,
Sincerety,
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COQ., ING.

ha; L ilde

Willlam R. Willen
Managing Counsel
Product Regulatory Office
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